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31 December 1996

To whom this may concern,
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Linda M. Morgan
18408 E. 27th Terr. S.
Independence, MO 64057
795-0173

The new television rating system described in the Independence Examiner
(Dec. 19th) "TV industry ready with ratings system" should anger many parents.
The article stated that the system would be a "six-tier age-based system ...
(ranging) from 'TV-G,' designating material suitable for all ages, to 'TV-M,' for
mature audiences only. Children's shows will be labeled, using a 'TV-Y' as suitable
for all youngsters and 'TV-Y-7' as appropriate for children 7 and older," How can the
TV industry possibly decide that what is best for my 7 or I3-year old is best for
yours? The new rating system will most likely group violent programs such as
"Power Rangers" and "Ninja Turtles" with the likes of"Mr. Rogers" and "Sesame
Street." And, in these days when it is nearly impossible to find a sitcom or drama
episode that does not revolve around sex or abound in sexual innuendo, what would
Hollywood executives find suitable or not suitable for my young children and early
teenagers on evening TV? I cringe at the thought. The proposed system is as
useless as that used by the movie industry.

Ignoring the opinions of parents, as well as children's advocacy groups such
as the National PTA (which fought for a system similar to that used on some cable
networks, one which would give specific information about the amount and type of
sex, violence, and language in individual programs), the all-knowing leaders of the
TV World have dictated that the above approach is the best. For whom? The article
also stated that President Clinton supports the proposed system. This is not at all
surprising ifyou recall the President's zillion-dollar-a-plate campaign fund raiser of
a few months back, put on by the Hollywood gods and goddesses.

Once again, a segment of the media has decided that it knows better than
parents when it comes to what is best for our children. I doubt that any two families
have the exact same set of values and opinions on what is good and proper for
children to view. This is why it is so important that any ratings system include
specific content information so that we, as parents, can make an informed decision
about whether or not a program is suitable for our specific family. Please, please, do
not approve the proposed ratings system. With little effort a much more effective
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